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(54) Multi sector antenna 

(57) A small sized multi sector antenna having a plu- 
rality of sectors or element antennas each having relat- 
ed directivity in horizontal plane so that one of the ele- 
ment antennas is selected for providing desired beam 
direction has been found. Each of the element antennas 
is planar or in flat disc shaped, and is, for instance, a 
micro-strip antenna. Each of the element antennas is 
located in vertical plane, and each element antenna is 
positioned at different height from one another so that 
each element antenna does not overlap with other ele- 
ment antennas in vertical direction. A central vertical ax- 
is of the sector antenna is defined and the element an- 
tennas are positioned with axial symmetrical relations 
relating to said axis. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to an antenna used in 
wireless communication system, in particular, relates to 
a muiti sector antenna having a plurality ot element an- 
tennas so that a single beam in desired direction is ra- 
diated and the direction of a beam may be switched by 
selecting one ot the element antennas. 

Fig. 11 shows a top view of a prior multi sector an- 
tenna, in which the numerals 1a through If are an ele- 
ment antenna, 2a through 2f are a beam radiated by the 
related element antenna. In a prior multi sector antenna 
as shown in Fig. 11, assuming that it has N number of 
element antennas (N=6 in the embodiment of Fig.11), 
the external diameter D of the multi sector antenna, or 
the longest lenght D of the multi sector antenna in hor- 
izontal plane, is expressed as follows, where d is the 
horizontal length of each element antenna, and cross 
over level is -3 dB. 

D = d/(sin(180VN)) (1) 

The number N is usually equal to or larger than 3. 

It should be noted in the equation (1 ) that the exter- 
nal diameter D is increased when the number N of the 
element antennas Is large. 

Therefore, the prior multi sector antenna as shown 
in Fig. 11 has the disadvantage that the external diame- 
ter D is extremely large when the number N of the sec- 
tors (or element antennas) is large. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The object of the present invention is, therefore, to 
overcome the disadvantages and limitations of a prior 
multi sector antenna by providing a new and improved 
multi sector antenna. 

It is also an object of the present invention to provide 
a multi sector antenna which is small in size. 

It is also an object of the present invention to provide 
a multi sector antenna in which external diameter D is 
independent from number N of element antennas. 

The above and other objects are attained by a multi 
sector antenna for radiating a single beam in desired 
direction, having a plurality of element antennas each 
having different directivity from one another In horizontal 
plane, comprising; each element antenna being planar, 
each element antenna being located in vertical plane, 
at least one of the element antennas being positioned 
at different height from that of other element antennas, 
a vertical axis (V) of said sector antenna being defined 
so that the element antennas are located with axial sym- 
metrical relations relating to said axis. 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The foregoing and other objects, features, and at- 
tendant advantages ot the present invention will be ap- 
s predated as the same become better understood by 
means of the following description and the driawings 
wherein; 

Fig.1 shows structure of an embodiment of a multi 
10 sector antenna according to the present invention, 

Fig.2 shows two cross sections of a multi sector an- 
tenna of Fig.1, 

T5 Fig. 3 shows structure of another embodiment of a 
multi sector antenna according to the present inven- 
tion, 

Fig. 4 shows two cross sections of a multi sector an- 
20 tenna of Fig. 3, 

Fig. 5 shows structure of still another embodiment 
of a multi sector antenna according to the present 
invention, 

2S 

Fig. 6 shows a top view of still another embodiment 
of a multi sector antenna according to the present 
invention, 

30 Fig. 7 shows structure of still another embodiment 
of a multi sector antenna according to the present 
invention, 

Fig. 8 shows an embodiment of an element antenna 
35 used in the embodiment of Fig.7, 

Fig. 9 shows structure of still another embodiment 
of a multi sector antenna according to the present 
invention, 

40 

Fig. 10 shows an embodiment of an element anten- 
na used in a present invention, and 

Fig. 11 shows structure of a prior multi sector anten- 
45 na. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

SO According to the present invention, a sector anten- 
na has a plurality of element antennas, each having re- 
lated directivity in horizontal plane, for radiating a single 
beam in desired direction. An element antenna is planar 
or in flat disc shaped. An element antenna is implement- 

55 ed by a micro-strip antenna, or a dipole antenna mount- 
ed on a flat substrate. 

Fig. 10 shows an embodiment of an element anten- 
na which is implemented by a micro-strip antenna. In 
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the figure, the numeral 30 is a dielectric substrate, 32 is 
a ground conductor on one surface of the substrate 30, 
34 is a patch on the other surface of the substrate 30, 
and 36 is a feed line for feeding to the patch 34. The 
size of the patch 34 and the substrate 30 is determined 
by the frequency used, and the desired beam width. The 
structure of a micro-strip antenna itself Is conventional. 
In the current specification, it is assumed that an ele- 
ment antenna is located in vertical plane, and the hori- 
zontal length of the element antenna is d. 

Flg.1 shows structure of an embodiment of a multi 
sector antenna according to the present invention, and 
shows a perspective view of a multi sector antenna cov- 
ered by a redome. In the figure, a redome is shown by 
a dotted line, and members inside the redome are 
shown by solid line, for the sake of the explanation. The 
similar lines are used In other embodiments. 

In Fig.1, the numerals la through If show an ele- 
ment antenna which has horizontal length (d), 2a 
through 2f are a beam of the related element antenna, 
10 is a cylindrical redome, and 12 is a sector switching 
circuit. It should be noted that only one of the beams 2a- 
2f is radiated at a time through switching of the beams 
2a through 2f. 

Fig.1 shows the embodiment having six sectors so 
that six element antennas la through If provide six hor- 
izontal directivities in horizontal plane by six beams. 
Each element antenna provides different directivity from 
one another Each element antennas are placed in ver- 
tical plane so that at least one of the element antennas 
is located at different height from that of other element 
antennas. In the embodiment of Fig.1 , the element an- 
tennas are stacked in vertical direction so that each el- 
ement antenna is located at different height from one 
another and each element antenna does not overlap 
with another element antenna in vertical direction. Pref- 
erably, a center line of a plane of each element antenna 
coincides with a center line of a redome so that external 
diameter D of a multi sector antenna Is minimized, in 
other words, a vertical axis V of the multi sector antenna 
is defined, and the element antennas are located with 
symmetrical relations concerning said axis V. 

A cylindrical redome 10 covers said six element an- 
tennas. The vertical axis of the redome 1 0 coincides with 
the vertical axis V of the multi sector antenna. The Inner 
diameter of the redome is d which Is the same as the 
horizontal length of each element antenna. The redome 
operates not only for supporting element antennas, but 
also for protecting the antennas from rain, wind, and/or 
direct touch to the antenna by a man. The redome is 
made of dielectric material selected from teflon, polyeth- 
ylene, FRP, and/or ABS. 

A sector switching circuit 12 located in the redome 
Is coupled with the element antennas la through If with 
a feed line, and with an external radio transceiver so that 
it selects one of the element antennas to switch beam 
direction. The sector switching circuit Is for instance im- 
plemented by using a semiconductor switch such as a 



PIN diode, and/or an FET Said feed line is implemented 
by a coaxial cable, a micro-strip line, and/or a wave- 
guide. 

Fig. 2 shows two embodiments of cross section of 

5 the multi sector antenna of Fig.1 . Fig. 2(a) shows the em- 
bodiment that a redome is circular, and Fig. 2(b) shows 
the embodiment that a redome is in hexagonal prism. 

The same numerals In Fig.2 show the same mem- 
bers as those in Flg.1, and numeral 11 is a hexagonal 

10 redome. 

It should be noted that each pair of element anten- 
nas la and id, lb and 1e, and 1c and If, are located 
back-to-back so that each pair have opposite directivity 
(180°), and the top view is shown in Fig.2. 
15 In Fig.2, the center axis of each element antenna 
coincides with one another so that the external diameter 
D is as short as possible. 

Fig. 3 shows another embodiment of a mujlti sector 
antenna according to the present invention, and Fig.3 
20 shows a perspective view. 

In Flg.3, the numerals 3a-3c show a pair of element 
antennas, so that 3a shows a pair of element antennas 
1 a and 1 d, 3b shows a pair of element antennas 1 b and 
le, and 3c shows a pair of element antennas 1c and 1t. 
25 The numerals 2a through 2f show a beam by element 
antennas la through If, respectively. 

Fig.3 shows the embodiment that there are six ele- 
ment antennas each having horizontal length d^. and 
different directivity in horizontal plane. Each pair of ele- 
30 ment antennas are positioned back-to-back with the 
spacing w so that first element antenna of the pair has 
the directivity in opposite direction (180'') with the sec- 
ond element antenna of the pair The value W is far 
smaller than the value d . Three pairs (3a, 3b, 3c) of el- 
35 ement antennas are positioned at three different heights 
so that the center of a pair of element antennas Is in 
vertical plane, and coincides with the center of another 
pair of element antennas. A feed line to each element 
antenna may go through a back space having the width 
40 w behind an element antenna. The diameter of the sec- 
tor antenna in Fig.3 is small as the center of each pair 
coincides with the center of another pair 

A cylindrical redome 10 having the inner diameter • 
(d-i^+wS)!^ covers three pgjrs of element antennas. The 
45 structure and the material of the redome are the same 
as those In Fig.1. 

It should be noted in Fig. 3 that a vertical center axis 
V is also defined, and the element antennas are posi- 
tioned with symmetrical relations concerning said axis 
50 V. 

A sector switching circuit 12 is coupled with each 
element antenna through a feed line so that one of the 
element antennas is selected according to electrical sig- 
nal supplied by a radio transceiver, so that the desired 
55 beam direction is obtained. The sector switching circuit 
in Fig.3 is similar to that in Fig.1 . 

Fig. 4 shows a cross section of a multi sector anten- 
na in Flg.3. Fig.4(a) shows the embodiment that a red- 
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ome is in circular, and Fig.4(b) shows the embodiment 
that a redome is in hexigonal. The numerals In Flg.4 are 
the same as those in Fig.3 or Fig.2. 

Fig. 5 shows still another embodiment of the multi 
sector antenna according to the present invention. Fig. 
5 shows a perspective view. In Fig.5, the numerals la, 
lb, Id, 1e, 2a, 2b, 2d, 2e, 10 and 12 are the same as 
those in Fig.3 or Fig.4. The numerals Ig and Ih are an 
element antenna, 2g is a beam by the element antenna 
1 g, and 3d shows a pair of the element antennas 1 g and 
Ih. 

In Fig.5, four element antennas (la, Id. 1b, 1e) 
have the horizontal length d-, , and other two element an- 
tennas (1g, Ih) have the horizontal length dg, where 
d2<di. The area S (=Kd-,d2) of each element antenna is 
the same as each other so that the maximum gain of 
each element antenna is the same as each other, where 
K is a constant defined by the desired antenna gain. 

First pair (3a) has element antennas la, Id each 
having the horizontal length d-, and located back-to- 
back with the spacing w so that the directivity is opposite 
in horizontal plane, and the second pair (3b) has the sim- 
ilar structure to that of the first pair. A pair (3d) of element 
antennas (Ih, 1g) having the horizontal length 62 and 
located back-to-back with the spacing w so that the di- 
rectivity is opposite in horizontal plane. Three pairs 3a, 
3b, and 3d are positioned at three different heights so 
that the center of each pair coincides with the center of 
another pair, that is to say, the vertical center axis V of 
the sector antenna is defined so that the element anten- 
nas are located with axial symmetry relating to the ver- 
tical center axis V. The diameter of the multi sector an- 
tenna is small as the center of each pair coincides. 

A circular redome 10 having inner diameter 
(di2+w2)i^ is provided so that three pairs of element 
antennas are covered with the redome. 

The sector switching circuit 12 is coupled with the 
element antennas la, lb, Id, 1e, Ig, and Ih through a 
feed line so that one of the beams is selected according 
to electrical signal from a radio transceiver (not shown). 

In Fig.5, the element antennas have the horizontal 
length d,, and and the vertical length Kdg, and Kd^ 
so that the area S of each element antenna is constant, 
or the maximum gain of an element antenna is the same 
as each other. The value W is far smaller than the value 
di or 62- 

Fig.6 shows a top view of still another embodiment 
of the sector antenna according to the present invention. 
In the figure, the same numerals show the same mem- 
bers as those in Fig.5, and the numeral 13 is a cross 
section which is rectangular, of a cylindrical redome. 

The feature of the multi sector antenna of Fig.6 is 
that the ratio of d^ and dg is large as compared with that 
of Fig.5, and the angle between the pairs 3a and 3b dif- 
fers from that of Fig.5. Therefore, the cross section of 
the multi sector antenna in Fig.6 is rectangular. The em- 
bodiment of Fig.6 has the advantage that the antenna 
may be secured on the place where it is impossible to 
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secure a circular redome or a regular polygonal redome. 

Fig.7 shows a perspective view of the multi sector 
antenna of still another embodiment according to the 
present invention. In the figure, the numerals 14a and 

5 1 4f are a high frequency circuit. Only high frequency cir- 
cuits 1 4a and 1 4f are shown in the figure, although each 
element antenna la through If has a related high fre- 
quency circuit, since a high frequency circuit is located 
behind beam direction, and it is not seen in the figure 

10 except 14a and 14f. Other numerals in Fig.7 are the 
same as those in the previous embodiments. 

The structure of the multi sector antenna in Fig.7 is 
the same as the structure of the multi sector antenna in 
Fig.l except for a high frequency circuit which includes 

IS an amplifier, a mixer circuit, a transmit/receive switching 
circuit, and/or a filter circuit, on an element antenna, or 
on a substrate which mounts an element antenna. One 
end of the high frequency circuit is connected to an el- 
ement antenna, and the other end of the high frequency 

20 circuit is connected to a sector switching circuit. 

Said high frequency circuit is implemented by a 
monolithic micro-wave millimeterand-wave integrated 
circuit (MMIC), or a micro-wave millimeterand-wave in- 
tegrated circuit (MIC), or a hybrid integrated circuit 

25 (HIC). 

Fig.8 shows an element antenna which mounts a 
high frequency circuit, used in the embodiment of Fig.7. 

In Fig.8, Fig.8(a) shows a bottom view of an element 
antenna, Fig.8(b) shows a cross section of Fig.8(a), and 
30 Fig.8(c) shows a circuit diagram of a high frequency cir- 
cuit. 

In Fig.8, the numeral 40 is a planar or flat disc- 
shaped dielectric substrate, 42 is a conductive patch 
mounted on one surface of the substrate 40. The patch 

35 42 Operates as an antenna, and the size of the patch is 
determined according to the operational frequency and 
the desired gain of the antenna. The numeral 44 is a 
ground conductor mounted on the other surface of the 
substrate. It should be appreciated that the substrate 40, 

40 the patch 42 and the ground conductor 44 constitute a 
micro-strip antenna. The numeral 46 is a high frequency 
circuit mounted on the ground conductor 44, 48 is a feed 
line for coupling the high frequency circuit 46 with a sec- 
tor switching circuit. The numeral 50 is a feed line for 

45 coupling an output of the high frequency circuit 46 with 
the micro-strip antenna through a filter 52. The feed lines 
48 and 50 constitute another micro-strip line with the 
ground conductor 44 and another dielectric substrate 45 
mounted on the ground conductor 44. The feed line 50 

50 feeds the patch 42 through a hole on the ground con- 
ductor 44. The filter 52 which has inductive components 
and capacitive components are mounted in the sub- 
strate 40. 

Fig.8(c) shows a circuit diagram of the high f requen- 
55 cy circuit 46, having a switch 46a coupled with a sector 
switching circuit by a feed line 48, a transmitter 46b and 
a receiver 46c coupled with said switch 46a, another 
switch 46d coupled with said transmitter and said receiv- 
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er. The switches 46a and 46d operate simultaneously 
so that a transmitter or a receiver is selected. An output 
of the switch 46d is coupled with the antenna patch 42 
through the filter 52 which removes undesired harmon- 
ics. 

When the present multi sector antenna in the pre- 
vious embodiments (Figs,1 , 3, 5. 6) is used in a receiver, 
noise figure of a receiver will be deteriorated by several 
dB, since a sector switching circuit has an insertion loss 
by several dB. In the embodiment of Fig.7 which has a 
high frequency circuit between an element antenna and 
a sector switching circuit, noise figure of a receiver is 
almost determined by noise figure of said high frequen- 
cy circuit, and therefore, the noise figure (several dB) of 
the high frequency circuit is not added to the noise figure 
of the receiver. 

On the other hand, when the conventional multi sec- 
tor antenna is used in a transmitter, the output power of 
a transmitter is decreased by several dB, since a sector 
switching circuit has insertion loss by several dB. There- 
fore, conventionally, a transmitter provides higher out- 
put power by several dB to compensate the insertion 
loss. In the present invention in which a high frequency 
circuit it provided between an element antenna and a 
sector switching circuit, and a high frequency circuit Is 
coupled directly with an element antenna, no high power 
amplifier for compensating insertion loss by a high fre- 
quency circuit is requested. 

Fig. 9 shows some modifications of the multi sector 
antenna according to the present invention. 

Fig. 9(a) shows the modification that at least three 
element antennas are arranged to equilateral triangle 
shape at the same height as one another so that the 
center of gravity of the triangle is on the vertical center 
axis V of the sector antenna. 

Fig. 9(b) shows the modification that at least four el- 
ement antennas are arranged to square at the same 
height as one another so that each element antennas 
are located with axial symmetric relation concerning the 
vertical center axis V of the sector antenna. 

In each previous embodiments, preferably, element 
antennas are positioned with equal angular spacing for 
covering 360° of direction on horizontal plane, for in- 
stance, when N number of element antennas are used, 
the angular spacing is 360/N. Alternatively, if the gain or 
the horizontal length of each element antenna differs 
from one another, the angular spacing of element an- 
tennas may depend upon the gain of each element an- 
tennas. 

Many modifications are possible to those skilled in 
the art. For instance, although an embodiment has six 
element antennas, and a redome has cross section of 
circular, regular hexagonal, or rectangular, the present 
invention is not restricted to that. Any number of element 
antennas, and any shape of cross section of a redome 
are possible in the spirit of the present invention. Fur- 
ther, each element antenna may have a plurality of mi- 
cro-strip antennas, or a plurality of dipole antennas, al- 



though the embodiments show that each element an- 
tenna has only one micro-strip antenna. 

As described above, element antennas in the 
present invention are stacked in vertical direction, there- 

5 fore, the area of cross section of the multi sector antenna 
is small as compared wrth that of a prior multi sector an- 
tenna. 

The present multi sector antenna may be used in a 
small portable terminal, a small portable transceiver, 

10 and/or a small portable information processing terminal. 
When a high frequency circuit is secured on an el- 
ement antenna, which is directly coupled with said high 
frequency circuit, noise figure of a receiver is lowered, 
and a transmitter with less output power is possible. 

IS From the foregoing it will now be apparent that a 
new and improved multi sector antenna has been found. 
It should be understood of course that the embodiments 
disclosed are merely illustrative and are not intended to 
limit the scope of the invention. Reference should be 

20 made to the appended claims, therefore, rather than the 
specification for indicating the scope of the invention. 

Claims 

25 

1. A multi sector antenna for radiating a single beam 
in desired direction, having a plurality of element an- 
tennas each having different directivity from one an- 
other in horizontal plane, comprising; 

.30 

each element antenna being planar, 

each element antenna being located in vertical 

plane, 

at least one of the element antennas being po- 
3S sitioned at different height from that of other el- 

ement antennas, so that it does not overlap with 
other element antennas in vertical direction, 
a vertical axis (V) of said multi sector antenna 
being defined so that the element antennas are 
40 located with axial symmetrical relations relating 

to said axis. 

2. A multi sector antenna according to claim 1 , further 
comprising a cylindrical redome having the same 

4S vertical axis (V) covering all the element antennas. 

3. A multi sector antenna according to claim 1 , where- 
in all the element antennas are positioned in vertical 
planes including said vertical axis (V) with a prede- 

so termined angular spacing. 

4. A multi sector antenna according to claim 1 , where- 
in at least a first pair of the element antennas are 
positioned on the same height with each other back- 

65 to-back with spacing (w) so that a first element an- 
tenna of the pair has directivity opposite to that of a 
second element antenna of said pair, and other el- 
ement antennas are located at different height from 
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that of said first pair of element antennas. eral triangle, and center of gravity of the triangle is 

on said vertical axis (V). 

5. A multi sector antenna according to claim 4, where- 
in a second pair of element antennas are positioned 

on the same height with each other back-to-back, 5 
but at different height from that of the first pair of 
element antennas, so that a first element antenna 
of the second pair has directivity opposite to that of 
a second element antenna of the second pair, and 
horizontal lenght (d^) of the first pair of element an- ^o 
tennas differs from horizontal length (dg) of the sec- 
ond pair of element antennas. 

6. A multi sector antenna according to claim 2, where- 
in horizontal cross section of said redome is in cir- 
cular. 

7. A multi sector antenna according to claim 2, where- 
in horizontal cross section of said redome is in po- 
lygonal. 
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8. A multi sector antenna according to claim 5, where- 
in ratio of horizontal length (d^) of the first pair of 
element antennas to horizontal length (dg) of the 
second pair of element antennas is inverse of ratio 
of vertical length of the first pair of element antennas 
to vertical length of the second pair of element an- 
tennas. 

9. A multi sector antenna according to claim 1 , further 30 
comprising a sector switching circuit for selecting 
one of the element antennas according to an exter- 
nal signal. 

10. A multi sector antenna according to claim 1 . where- 35 
in at least one of the element antennas has a related 
high frequency circuit on the same substrate as that 

of the element antenna. 

11. A multi sector antenna according to claim 1 , where- 
in an element antenna comprises at least a micro- 
strip antenna. 

12.. A multi sector antenna according to claim 10, 
wherein an element antenna is a micro-strip anten- 45 
na having a dielectric substrate, a ground conductor 
on one surface of said substrate and a patch on the 
other surface of said substrate, and said high fre- 
quency circuit is mounted on said ground conductor 
on different side from that of said patch. 



13. A multi sector antenna according to claim 1 , where- 
in at least four of the element antennas are located 
so that those four element antennas form square. 

14. A multi sector antenna according to clairri 1 , further 
comprising at least three element antennas located 
so that those three element antennas form equilat- 
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Fig. 8{b) 



46 




40 



50 
jL 45 



42 



44 



52 



8{c) 




14 



EP 0 802 579 A2 



Fig, 9{ a) 




15 



EP 0 802 579 A2 



Fig. 10 




16 



EP 0 802 579 A2 



Fig. 1 1 



d 




D 



17 



